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Region 1 

Proposed requirements for reducing VOC emissions associated with parts coating activities in Connecticut; Maine 

repeals hexavalent chromium standard; proposed adhesives and sealants rule in Massachusetts and Commonwealth 

regulatory reforms streamline the air permitting process; and, final rules on permitting in New Hampshire.  

Region 2  

Loggerhead Sea Turtle listed and endangered; and, proposed law on Energy Performance Contracts in Puerto Rico.  

Region 3 

Final general stormwater permits for both District of Columbia and Pennsylvania; a general permit for total nitrogen and 

phosphorus discharges, and a re-adopted pesticides general permit regulation in Virginia; and, Virginia implements uniform 

Environmental Covenants Act regulations.  

Region 5 

Proposed rules regarding emission limits for coatings in both  Indiana and Illinois, several Underground Storage Tank rules 

in Indiana, a new law on hazardous waste and stormwater in Michigan, and a new general permit for discharges for 

pesticides over waters in Ohio. 

DoD News  

 DoD’s final interim rule on a strategy for addressing military impacts of renewable energy projects and the  release of 

annual federal sustainability plans. 

Federal News 

Final climate change report, proposed stormwater rule changes, multiple proposed rules on toxic chemicals, and guidance 

for Federal agencies on sustainable landscaping practices. 

REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL & ENERGY OFFICE - NORTHERN 

The NORTHERN REGION REVIEW provides current information on government affairs, energy and 

environment relevant to Department of Defense interests in the 22 states and territories in Federal 

Regions 1, 2, 3 and 5. The Review is intended to be a tool useful to DoD and Army leaders, planners, 

and program managers in carrying out their responsibilities. The NORTHERN REGION REVIEW monitors and 

targets proposed and final regulations and legislation that may affect Army or DoD operations. For 

further information on the Army’s Regional Environmental and Energy Offices:  

http://www.asaie.army.mil/public/esoh/reeo/  
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For more information on any state issues in Region 1, contact Robert Muhly,  Army Regional Environmental  

Coordinator, Region 1, (410) 436-6224, e-mail: robert.l.muhly.civ@mail.mil 

PROPOSED REVISIONS TO FEDERAL IMPLEMENTATION PLANS AND CLEAN AIR FINAL 

TRANSPORT RULE 

USEPA issued a proposed rule and is seeking comment on revisions to the final Transport Rule promulgated on 8 Aug 11 [76 FR 

63860, 14 Oct 11]. These revisions address discrepancies in unit-specific modeling assumptions that affect the proper calculation 

of Transport Rule state budgets and assurance levels in Florida, Louisiana, Michigan, Mississippi, Nebraska, New Jersey, New 

York, Texas, and Wisconsin, as well as new unit set-asides in Arkansas and Texas. USEPA is also proposing to revise allowance 

allocations to specific units covered by certain consent decrees that restrict the use of those allowances. These important 

technical fixes maintain the Transport Rule's ability to achieve the elimination of significant contribution and interference with 

maintenance as quantified by the proper application of these methodologies. The comment period closed on 14 Nov 11. 

PROPOSED REQUIREMENTS FOR PLASTIC AND METAL PARTS COATING ACTIVITIES 

The Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) issued a proposed rule that would amend existing 

reasonably available control technology (RACT) requirements for miscellaneous metal and plastic parts coating activities. This 

proposal amends Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies (RCSA) Section 22a-174-20(s) to update existing requirements for 

metal parts coating operations with lower volatile organic compound (VOC) content requirements for coatings and work 

practices designed to reduce VOC emissions. The VOC reductions associated with the RACT update portion of this proposal will 

assist Connecticut to attain and maintain the federal ozone national ambient air quality standards (NAAQS) and serve as 

directionally correct measures with respect to Connecticut's attainment and maintenance of the fine particulate matter NAAQS. 

The comment period closed on 9 Nov 11. 

REPEAL OF HEXAVALENT CHROMIUM PARTICULATE EMISSION STANDARD  

The Maine Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) issued a final rule that repeals a rule which had set a limitation on the 

amount of hexavalent chromium allowed to be emitted from any potential source of hexavalent chromium and a limitation of 

the amount of total chromium until a technique for measuring hexavalent chromium can be demonstrated. The repeal is also 

necessary because the Maine Center for Disease Control guideline was recently updated since the last rule adoption of this 

standard and the new guideline is more protective and reflects more recent scientific/health information. The standard which 

was included in 38 MRSA §584-A was repealed this year (Public Law Ch. 206). The final rule went into effect on 16 Oct 11. 

PROPOSED REPEAL OF PORTABLE FUEL CONTAINER RULES 

DEP issued a proposed rule that would repeal Chapter 155 on Portable Fuel Container Spillage Control so the State rule becomes 

as stringent as recent federal rules for reducing emissions from portable fuel containers. Beginning in 2009, all portable fuel 

containers sold nationwide were subject to minimum VOC and hazardous air pollutant control requirements. The DEP’s 

comment period closed on 5 Aug 11. 

mailto:robert.l.muhly.civ@mail.mil
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-10-14/html/2011-26521.htm
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-10-14/html/2011-26521.htm
http://www.ct.gov/dep/lib/dep/air/regulations/proposed_and_reports/public_notice_to_adopt_2008_ctgs.pdf
http://www.maine.gov/dep/air/regulations/docs/135mapap.pdf
http://www.statescape.com/RegsText/StaticDownloads/42190_60663.pdf
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PROPOSED ADHESIVES AND SEALANTS RULE  

The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) issued a proposed rule that would amend by adding to 

regulations which govern adhesives and sealants as part of its strategy to reduce ground-level ozone in order to meet the 

National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for ozone. Other proposed amendments include technical corrections and 

measures to improve consistency with USEPA and other MassDEP regulations. These amendments will be submitted to USEPA 

as part of the Massachusetts Ozone State Implementation Plan (SIP). A hearing is scheduled for 17 Nov 11, and the comment 

period closes on 28 Nov 11. 

MASSDEP UNVEILS NEW TOOLS TO STREAMLINE AIR QUALITY PERMITTING PROCESS 

MassDEP announced regulatory reforms that accelerate agency review of air quality permit applications that simplify the 

process for applicants. These new enhancements include: revised user-friendly application forms; the formation of the MassDEP 

Air Permitting Forum which consists of applicants, consultants, environmental advocates and others who provide the agency 

with input and recommendations; "plan approval" overview and applicability tables; and a library of Best Available Control 

Technology analyses for specific industries and equipment that new applicants can use off-the-shelf for similar projects without 

needing to perform their own project-specific analyses.  

FINAL RULE ON PERMIT APPLICATION FORMS  

The New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (DES) issued a final rule relating to permit application forms. An 

applicant for any type of permit other than a general permit or permit-by-notification is now required to submit the "General 

Information for all Permit Applications" form. The final rule became effective on 1 Oct 11. 

FINAL STATEWIDE AIR PERMIT SYSTEM RULE  

The DES issued a final rule adopting rules Env-A 601.01 through Env-A 601.03 relating to the statewide air permit system. The 

rule specifies the permitting conditions for stationary sources, area sources, and devices that are required by Revised Statutes 

Annotated 125-C:11, prior to construction, installation, operation, or material modification of such source or device.  The rule 

further specifies all the conditions under which the stationary source, area source, or device to which it applies shall be 

constructed or operated. The final rule became effective on 1 Oct 11.  

For more information on any state issues in Region 2, contact Robert Muhly, Army Regional Environmental 

Coordinator, Region 2, (410) 436-6224, e-mail: robert.l.muhly.civ@mail.mil. 

LOGGERHEAD SEA TURTLE LISTED AS ENDANGERED 

The National Marine Fisheries Service, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Department of Commerce, US Fish 

and Wildlife Service, Department of Interior (collectively referred to as the Services) issued a final rule determining that the 

loggerhead sea turtle (Caretta Caretta) is composed of nine distinct population segments (DPSs) that constitute ''species'' that 

may be listed as threatened or endangered under the Endangered Species Act (ESA). In this final rule, the Services are listing four 

DPSs as threatened and five as endangered under the ESA. This final rule became effective on 24 Oct 11. 

http://www.statescape.com/RegsText/StaticDownloads/44990_60790.pdf
http://www.mass.gov/dep/public/committee/aboutapf.htm
http://www.statescape.com/RegsText/StaticDownloads/44757_60378.pdf
http://www.statescape.com/RegsText/StaticDownloads/44754_60373.pdf
mailto:robert.l.muhly.civ@mail.mil
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For more information on any state issues in Region 3, contact Amy Alton, Army Regional Environmental   

Coordinator, Region 3, (410) 436-7098, e-mail: amy.j.alton.civ@mail.mil 

FINAL STORMWATER PERMIT APPROVED BY USEPA 

The District of Columbia (DC) Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

(NPDES) final permit was approved by USEPA on 7 Oct 11. The final permit replaces the 2004 Permit, which expired on 18 Aug 09 

and had been administratively extended since that time. The permit requires sustainable storm water management techniques 

including green roofs, tree planting, and retaining rainfall on-site from redevelopment projects. Under the Clean Water Act, 

urbanized areas like the District of Columbia are required to have permits covering their discharges. On 30 Sep 11, DoD sent a 

letter to USEPA stating its intent of collaborating with USEPA on developing a Memorandum of Understanding for Stormwater 

Management in DC. 

SIP REVISION APPROVED BY USEPA TO FURTHER CONTROL VOC EMISSIONS 

USEPA issued a final rule approving the State Implementation Plan (SIP) revision submitted by the State of Maryland. This SIP 

revision pertains to amendments to Maryland's rule for the control of volatile organic compound (VOC) emissions from chemical 

production and polytetrafluoroethylene operations; from paint, resin, and adhesive manufacturing [76 FR 64237, 18 Oct 11]. 

This SIP revision also pertains to an addition of a new regulation for the control of VOC emissions from adhesives and sealants. 

USEPA is approving this SIP revision to meet the requirements of a reasonably available control technology rule for the 

miscellaneous industrial adhesives control techniques guideline category in accordance with the requirements of the Clean Air  

Act. This final rule is effective on 17 Nov 11. 

REVISIONS TO THE MARYLAND PUBLIC WATER SYSTEM SUPERVISION PROGRAM 

USEPA has granted tentative approval for revisions to the Maryland Public Water System Supervision Program [76 FR 63296, 12 

Oct 11]. Maryland has adopted drinking water regulations for the Long Term 2 Enhanced Surface Water Treatment Rule (LT2), 

the Lead and Copper Rule Short Term Revisions (LCRSTR), the Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule (UCMR), and the 

Ground Water Rule (GWR). USEPA has determined that the State rules (i.e., LT2, LCRSTR, UCMR and the GWR) meet all 

minimum federal requirements, and that they are no less stringent than the corresponding federal regulations. This  program 

designation becomes final on 14 Nov 11, contingent on no comments being received which cause USEPA to modify its tentative 

approval. The comment period and request for hearing closed on 14 Nov 11.  

PROPOSED LAW ON ENERGY PERFORMANCE CONTRACTS 

On 18 Oct 11, several Puerto Rico Representatives introduced PC 3686 an Act that would create a "Law of Energy Performance 

Contract," granting the Energy Affairs Administration specific powers to coordinate and oversee the implementation, 

promotion, verification and enforcement of the Energy Performance Contract.  Act PC 3686, was referred to the Committee on 

Natural Resources, Environment and Energy. A hearing was held on 2 Nov 11. 

mailto:amy.j.alton.civ@mail.mil
http://www.epa.gov/reg3wapd/pdf/pdf_npdes/Wastewater/DC/DCMS4permit2011.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-10-18/html/2011-26900.htm
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-10-12/html/2011-26326.htm
http://www.oslpr.org/files/docs/%7bF83E8937-913E-4AB0-8A3D-5986D26B5756%7d.doc
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EXTENSION OF GENERAL PERMIT FOR STORMWATER DISCHARGES  

The Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) issued a notice extending the availability of the current National Pollutant 

Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) general permit for stormwater discharges from regulated small municipal separate storm 

sewer systems (MS4s) referred to as PAG-13. The current PAG-13 permit was last extended for 6-months and is scheduled to 

expire on 9 Jun 12. This extension will be effective on 10 Jun 12, and will expire on 15 Mar 13. In addition, DEP is also extending 

all existing PAG-13 permit approvals, waivers from permit application requirements and exemptions from the MS4 operator 

designation, which may also be scheduled to expire. Existing operators of regulated small MS4s who are operating under the 

current PAG-13 are authorized to continue to discharge stormwater in accordance with the terms and conditions of that permit. 

Included in this extension is the requirement to continue implementation of the existing program and to provide annual reports 

on the progress of program implementation. 

FINAL WATER DISCHARGE PERMIT FOR TOTAL NITROGEN AND PHOSPHORUS 

The Virginia State Water Control Board issued a final rule amending 9VAC25-820-10, 9VAC25-820-40, 9VAC25-820-70, and 

adding 9VAC25-820-80. The rule re-issued the existing General Virginia Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (VPDES) permit 

for total nitrogen and total phosphorus discharges and nutrient trading in the Chesapeake Bay watershed in Virginia. The final 

rule was published on 24 Oct 11; however, it does not go into effect until 1 Jan 12. 

PERMITS FOR STATIONARY SOURCES OF AIR POLLUTANTS AMENDED 

The Virginia Air Pollution Control Board issued a final rule relating to permits for stationary sources of pollutants subject to 

USEPA greenhouse gases (GHGs) regulations. The amendments affect the Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD) New 

Source Review (NSR) regulations in 40 CFR 51.166 by revising the definition of "subject to regulation.” Because Virginia has the 

authority to directly implement federal PSD regulations as long as its rules are at least as protective as the federal, the 

corresponding Virginia regulation is being revised accordingly. The amendments also affect the federal operating permit (Title V) 

regulations in 40 CFR Part 70. Virginia's federal operating permit regulations are also federally approved, and are also being 

revised accordingly to meet the final federal rule that was promulgated. The final rule became effective on 9 Nov 11. 

UNIFORM ENVIRONMENTAL COVENANTS ACT REGULATION IMPLEMENTED 

The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) issued a final rule that implements the Virginia Uniform Environmental 

Covenants Act (UECA), enacted by the Virginia General Assembly in 2010. Virginia's UECA is based on the model uniform act 

developed by the National Conference of Commissioners on Uniform State Law. The General Assembly adopted the model act in 

2010 with only a few alterations, including deletion of the requirement to maintain a registry of UECA covenants and addition of 

provisions for fees to be paid to DEQ to cover DEQ's costs in administering this regulation. The final rule became effective on 9 

Nov 11. 

GENERAL PERMIT FOR PESTICIDE DISCHARGES  

DEQ issued a final rule 9VAC25-800, regarding Pesticide General Permit Regulations, specifically NPDES permits for biological 

pesticide applications and chemical pesticide applications that leave a residue in water when such applications are made in or 

over, including near, waters of the United States. At their 14 Apr 11 meeting, the State Water Control Board re-adopted the 

amended Pesticides General Permit Regulation with a revised effective date of 31 Oct 11, and a revised expiration date of 31 

Dec 13. 

 

 

 

http://pabulletin.com/secure/data/vol41/41-38/1610.html
http://legis.state.va.us/codecomm/register/vol28/iss04/v28i04.htm#f9v25820
http://legis.state.va.us/codecomm/register/vol28/iss03/v28i03.pdf#page=21
http://legis.state.va.us/codecomm/register/vol28/iss03/v28i03.pdf#page=24
http://www.statescape.com/RegsText/StaticDownloads/45210_61075.pdf
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For more information on any state issues in Region 5, contact Dr. Hartman, DoD Regional Environmental 

Coordinator, Region 5, (410) 436-7096, e-mail: james.r.hartman32.civ@mail.mil 

NEW BEST PRACTICES GUIDE FOR WIND SITING IN GREAT LAKES REGION 

The Great Lakes Wind Collaborative released a new online guide to advancing wind energy entitled, “Best Practices for 

Sustainable Wind Energy Development in the Great Lakes Region.” The guide highlights policies and practices to ensure wind 

development is environmentally protective, sensitive to community concerns and maximizes economic development potential. 

Each best practice features a case example of that practice in action in the Great Lakes Region or across the country. 

GREAT LAKES COMMISSION CALLS FOR A SINGLE FEDERAL BALLAST DISCHARGE STANDARD  

The Great Lakes Commission (GLC) adopted a resolution in October 2011 renewing its call for a federal policy for ballast 

discharge to prevent the introduction of invasive species. The GLC recommends a single federal standard rather than the 

individual state standards that have emerged in recent years in the absence of federal guidance. In addition, the GLC called for 

establishment of a regional phosphorus reduction task force to develop recommendations for the reduction of phosphorus and 

other nutrients contributing to algae blooms and hypoxic “dead zones” in the lakes. 

VOLATILE ORGANIC COMPOUND EMISSION LIMITS FOR COATINGS 

USEPA issued a proposed rule that will approve Illinois' volatile organic compound (VOC) emission limits for consumer products 

and architectural and industrial maintenance coatings and incorporate this new rule into the State Implementation Plan (SIP) for 

the State of Illinois [76 FR 66663, 27 Oct 11]. However, there are four specific paragraphs in this rule with deficiencies that 

USEPA is proposing to conditionally approve, based on a State commitment to address the deficiencies no later than one year 

from the date of USEPA's conditional approval. The comment period closes on 28 Nov 11. 

ANNUAL EMISSION REPORTS 

The Illinois Environmental Protection (IEPA) issued a proposed rule (Pg. 16178) on Green House Gas Reporting. The rule will 

amend the regulations which declare the type of Annual Emission Report an entity files will not be based upon the entity's 

greenhouse gas emissions. Instead, criteria pollutant emissions will continue to control whether the entity files the long or short 

form when submitting annual emission reports. The comment period closes on 28 Nov 11. 

PROPOSED INCREASE IN AIR POLLUTION SITE FEES  

IEPA issued a proposed rule (Pg. 16172) amending the air pollution site fee regulations and exclude greenhouse gas emissions 

from the fee structure ( i.e., sources do not have to pay fees for greenhouse gas emissions). These rules establish procedures for 

collecting increased air pollution site fees. The comment period closes on 28 Nov 11. 

 

APPROVAL OF STATE IMPLEMENTATION PLAN INFRASTRUCTURE RULES 

USEPA issued a final rule approving submittals from the Commonwealth of Virginia pursuant to the Clean Air Act (CAA) sections 

110(k)(2) and (3) [76 FR 62635, 11 Oct 11]. These submittals address the infrastructure elements specified in CAA section 110(a)

(2), necessary to implement, maintain, and enforce the 1997 8-hour ozone and fine particulate matter (PM2.5) national ambient 

air quality standards (NAAQS) and the 2006 PM2.5 NAAQS. This final rule is limited to the following infrastructure elements 

which were subject to USEPA's completeness findings pursuant to CAA section 110(k)(1) for the 1997 8-hour ozone NAAQS 

dated March 27, 2008 and the 1997 PM2.5 NAAQS dated October 22, 2008: 110(a)(2)(A), (B), (C), (D)(ii), (E), (F), (G), (H), (J), (K), 

(L), and (M), or portions thereof; and the following infrastructure elements for the 2006 PM2.5 NAAQS: 110(a)(2)(A), (B), (C), (D)

(ii), (E), (F), (G), (H), (J), (K), (L), and (M), or portions thereof. This final rule became effective 10 Nov 11. 

mailto:james.r.hartman32.civ@mail.mil
http://www.glc.org/energy/wind/bestpractices.html
http://www.glc.org/announce/11/10meeting.html
http://www.glc.org/announce/11/10meeting.html
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-10-27/html/2011-27810.htm
http://www.sos.state.il.us/departments/index/register/register_volume35_issue42.pdf#page=23
http://www.sos.state.il.us/departments/index/register/register_volume35_issue42.pdf#page=17
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-10-11/html/2011-26095.htm
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ATTAINMENT REACHED AND APPROVAL GRANTED FOR AIR QUALITY PLANS (INDIANA & OHIO) 

USEPA issued a final rule approving Ohio's and Indiana's requests to redesignate their respective portions of the Cincinnati-

Hamilton non-attainment area (for Ohio: Butler, Clermont, Hamilton, and Warren Counties for IN: a portion of Dearborn County) 

to attainment for the 1997 annual National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS or standard) for fine particulate matter 

(PM2.5) [76 FR 64825, 19 Oct 11]. USEPA determined  the entire Cincinnati-Hamilton area, has attained the 1997 annual PM2.5 

standard. USEPA is also approving, as revisions to the Ohio and Indiana State Implementation Plans (SIPs), the states' plans for 

maintaining the 1997 annual PM2.5 NAAQS through 2021 in the area. USEPA is approving the 2005 emissions inventories for the 

Ohio and Indiana portions of the Cincinnati-Hamilton area as meeting the comprehensive emissions inventory requirement of 

the Clean Air Act. Finally, USEPA also approves the Ohio and Indiana Nitrogen Oxides and PM2.5 Motor Vehicle Emission 

Budgets  for 2015 and 2021 for the Cincinnati-Hamilton area. The final rule will go into effect 19 Dec 11. 

APPROVAL GRANTED FOR METAL AND PLASTIC PARTS SURFACE COATING RULES 

USEPA issued a final rule approving a revision to the  SIP submitted by the Indiana Department of Environmental Management 

on 24 Nov 10 [76 FR 63549, 13 Oct 11]. The SIP revision incorporates amendments 326 Indiana Administrative Code (IAC) 8-2-1 

and 326 IAC 8-2-9, the applicability sections for Indiana's miscellaneous metal and plastic parts surface coating rules. These rules 

were approved as they satisfy the requirements of the Clean Air Act for volatile organic compound  reasonably available control 

technology rules. The final rule will go into effect 12 Dec 11. 

PROPOSED UST AMENDMENTS 

IEPA issued a proposed rule (Pg. 16183) which would amend and update the Pollution Control Board's underground storage tank 

(UST) regulations to reflect the adoption of Public Act 96-908.  Specifically, this proposal addresses owners and operators 

responsibility in responding to a release.  Additionally, the proposed rule (Pg. 16191) addresses the repeal of UST releases 

reported on or after 23 Sep 94, but prior to 24 Jun 02.  Finally, the proposed rule (Pg. 16338) updates the UST regulations for 

releases reported on or after 24 Jun 02.  The comment period closes on 28 Nov 11. 

FINAL LAW ON HAZARDOUS WASTE WATER AND STORMWATER 

On 24 Aug 11, Michigan Senate Bill 0422 [S422], referred to as an Act to amend [1994 PA 451], passed and became effective 

immediately . The final law amends permit, various permit fees and extends existing sunset provisions. It also amends several 

general permits for National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Storm Water Discharge Fees. The new law covers a 

wide range of environmental topics including environmental protection, hazardous waste, State agencies (existing), natural 

resources, water pollution, non-native species, inland lakes, shorelands, Great Lakes and floodplains.  

DRAFT PERMIT  RENEWAL FOR  WASTE WATER DISCHARGES  

The Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA) issued a proposed draft General National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 

System (NPDES) permit  (6 Oct 11) that may potentially provide coverage for the temporary discharge of wastewater to waters 

of the State. The comment period closed on 13 Nov 11. 

DRAFT NPDES  PERMIT RENEWAL FOR DISCHARGES FROM WATER TREATMENT PLANTS  

OEPA issued a proposed draft General National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit that may potentially 

provide coverage for the discharge of wastewater from water treatment plants (WTP) to waters of the State. The comment 

period closed on 13 Nov 11. 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-10-19/html/2011-26887.htm
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-10-13/html/2011-26341.htm
http://www.sos.state.il.us/departments/index/register/register_volume35_issue42.pdf#page=28
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectname=2011-SB-0422&query=on
http://www.epa.ohio.gov/portals/35/permits/TemporaryDischarges_Draft_GP_oct11.pdf
http://www.epa.ohio.gov/portals/35/permits/WaterTreatmentPlants_Draft_GP_oct11.pdf
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FINAL PERMIT FOR PESTICIDE APPLICATIONS  

OEPA issued its final General National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit that may potentially provide 

coverage for the application of a pesticide to target a pest that is present in, over or near waters of the U.S. in the State of Ohio. 

The permit became effective on 31 Oct 11 and expires on 31 Oct 16. 

LAND USE PLANNING AND COASTAL ZONE PERMITTING 

The Committee on Assembly Organization held a special session to introduce Act 24. This Act would repeal the Wisconsin 

Statute 30.12, and several other statutes relating to regulation of activities in or near navigable waterways, and the issuance of, 

and exemptions from, certain individual permits, contracts, and general permits for structures, deposits, and other activities in 

or near navigable waters.  

ASSESSING ENERGY PROJECTS’ POTENTIAL FOR ENCROACHMENT  

An interim final rule issued by DoD sets out procedures and timelines for DoD to review proposed renewable energy projects to 

determine whether they could interfere with military training and operations. The rule implements changes required in the FY 

2011 Defense Authorization Act, which was intended to reduce conflicts between the development of renewable energy sources 

and DoD facilities.  

RELEASE OF ANNUAL SUSTAINABILITY PLANS 

On 31 Oct 11, Federal agencies released their second annual Sustainability Plans. The plans prioritizes agency actions for achiev-

ing environmental, economic, and energy goals detailed in Executive Order (EO) 13514. Through the Office of Management and 

Budget  scorecard process, agencies are assessed on: energy and water intensity reductions; fleet petroleum reduction; green-

house gas emissions; green building practices; and renewable energy use. Agencies are also evaluated on their progress towards 

implementing additional statutory or EO targets and goals reflected in their annual Sustainability Plans, such as green purchas-

ing and electronics stewardship.  

SULFUR DIOXIDE STATE IMPLEMENTATION PLAN SUBMISSIONS 

USEPA is announcing an extension of the public comment period for its draft non-binding guidance titled, “Guidance for 1-Hour 

SO2 SIP Submissions.” USEPA is extending the comment period for an additional 30-day period and the comment period closes 

on 2 Dec 11 [76 FR 66925, 31 Oct 11]. In addition, USEPA is also currently drafting a proposed rulemaking on specific elements of 

the draft guidance concerning the elements necessary for the Section 110(a)(1) maintenance plan submittal.  Designations for 

the revised standard would rely upon the monitors currently in place that evaluate area-wide concentrations of SO2 as well as 

available modeling data indicating a violation of the standard. USEPA works with partners at state, local, and tribal air quality 

agencies to meet National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for six criteria pollutants; SO2  is one of these. 

AIR 

http://www.statescape.com/RegsText/StaticDownloads/44980_60767.pdf
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/2011/data/SE1AB-24.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-10-20/pdf/2011-26987.pdf
http://sustainability.performance.gov/?CFID=6547491&CFTOKEN=49127830
http://www.epa.gov/airquality/sulfurdioxide/implement.html
http://www.epa.gov/airquality/sulfurdioxide/implement.html
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CLIMATE CHANGE 

NATIONAL CLIMATE ASSESSMENT PHYSICAL CLIMATE INDICATORS FINAL REPORT 

The National Climate Assessment (NCA) as specified by the Global Change Research Act of 1990 requires a report to the 

President, and the Congress, that evaluates, integrates and interprets the findings of U.S. Global Change Research Program 

(USGCRP) every four years. USGCRP recently released the NCA Physical Climate Indicators Workshop final report on 19 Sep 11. 

The NCA convened a workshop on “Physical Climate Indicators” from 29 - 30 Mar 11, as part of a series on “Monitoring Climate 

Change and its Impacts.” The goal of this workshop was to identify broad categories of potential physical climate indicators 

using a set of priorities developed by the NCA, and to provide a clear justification for how they would inform the Nation about 

climate change. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers participated in the aforementioned workshop. 

HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS 

RELEASE OF TOXICOLOGICAL PROFILE  

The Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry issued a Federal Register notice and also released a toxicological profile 

prepared for DoD, on Royal Demolition explosive, chemical hexahydro-1,3,5-trinitro- 1,3,5-triazine, also known as cyclonite. 

FINAL RULE ON HYDROGEN SULFIDE 

USEPA issued a final rule that lifts the Administrative Stay of the EPCRA Section 313 toxic chemical release reporting 

requirements for hydrogen sulfide. This action is effective on 17 Oct 11. The first reports on hydrogen sulfide will be due on 1 Jul 

13 for reporting year 2012. 

 EXPOSURE FACTORS HANDBOOK: 2011 EDITION  

On 30 Sep 11, USEPA released the final report entitled, “Exposure Factors Handbook: 2011 Edition.” The document provides 

information on various physiological and behavioral factors commonly used in assessing exposure to environmental chemicals. 

Each chapter presents recommended values for the exposure factors covered in that particular chapter's exposure route as well  

as a discussion of the underlying data used in developing the recommendations. 

GUIDANCE FOR FEDERAL AGENCIES ON SUSTAINABLE LANDSCAPING PRACTICES  

On 31 Oct 11, the Council on Environmental Quality released guidance on strategies to achieve sustainable Federal landscape 

practices. This guidance is to be used by Federal agencies for landscape practices when constructing new, or rehabilitating exist-

ing, owned or leased facilities, or when landscaping improvements are otherwise planned. 

SUSTAINABILITY 

PROPOSED CHANGES TO STORMWATER RULES  

USEPA is finalizing a stormwater rule proposal that will significantly update the NPDES stormwater program. There are several 

program areas that will be updated to include more stringent criteria for critical water bodies like the Chesapeake Bay, and in-

clusion of requirements for combined sewer systems. The draft rule was extended from 30 Sep 11 to 2 Dec 11.  

 

WATER 

DOE FINAL RULE ON CATEGORICAL EXCLUSIONS ON WIND TURBINES 

DOE issued a final rule amending NEPA implementing procedures and adds twenty new categorical exclusions, including a 

categorical exclusion for small land-based wind turbines. The exclusion covers the installation, modification, operation, and 

removal of a small number (generally not more than 2) of commercially available wind turbines, with a total height generally 

less than 200 feet (measured from the ground to the maximum height of blade rotation) [76 FR 63764, 13 Oct 11]. The final rule 

became effective 14 Nov 11. 

ENERGY 

http://www.globalchange.gov/whats-new/news
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-08-30/html/2011-22080.htm
http://www.atsdr.cdc.gov/ToxProfiles/tp.asp?id=412&tid=72
http://www.fedcenter.gov/Articles/index.cfm?id=19641
http://cfpub.epa.gov/ncea/risk/recordisplay.cfm?deid=221023
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/microsites/ceq/recommendations_on_sustainable_landscaping_practices.pdf?CFID=6547491&CFTOKEN=49127830
http://cfpub.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater/rulemaking.cfm
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/FR-2011-10-13/html/2011-25413.htm
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